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ABOUT THIS INSPECTION

The purposeof this inspectionis to assuregovernment,parents and the publicofthe
qualityof childcareand, ifapplicable,of nurseryeducation.The inspectionwas
carried out under Part XAChildrenAct 1989 as introduced by the Care Standards Act
2000 and, where nursery education is provided, under Schedule 26 of the School
Standards and Framework Act 1998.

This report details the main strengths and any areas for improvement identified
during the inspection. The judgements included in the report are made in relation to
the outcomes for children set out in the ChildrenAct 2004; the NationalStandards
for under 8s day care and childminding;and, where nursery education is provided,
the Curriculumguidance for the foundation stage.

The report includes information on any complaints about the childcare provision
which Ofsted has received since the last inspection or registration or 1 April2004
whichever is the later.

The key inspectionjudgements and what they mean

Outstanding: this aspect of the provision is of exceptionally high quality
Good: this aspect of the provision is strong
Satisfactory: this aspect of the provision is sound
Inadequate.' this aspect of the provision is not good enough

For more information about early years inspections, please see the booklet Are you
ready for your inspection? which is available from Ofsted's website:
www.ofsted.gov.uk

THE QUALITY AND STANDARDS OF THE CARE AND NURSERY EDUCATION

On the basis of the evidence collected on this inspection:

The quality and standards of the care are good. The registered person meets the
National Standards for under 8s day care and childminding.

I The quality and standards of the nursery education are outstanding.

I WHAT SORTOF.SETTINGIS-m

Acorns Pre-school registered in 1997. It operates from the United Reformed Church
Hallin Bower Hinton, Martock,Somerset. The group use the hall, kitchen and toilet
facilities.There is a fullyenclosed, outside play area which comprises of grass and
tarmac.



The setting is open Mondayto Friday, term time only from 09:30 until 12:00. An
afternoon session operates one afternoon a week from 12:30 until 15:00 during the
summer term for the rising fives.

There are currently 19 children aged 2 to 5 years on roll, of whom 12 receive funded
nursery education. A team of 4 staff work with the children. Of these, 2 hold level 3
qualification in early years and 2 hold a level 2 qualification.They are supported by a
committee and the LocalAuthority.

I THE EFFECTIVENESS OF THE /PROVIS~9N ,..

Helping children to be healthy

The provision is good.

Children's health and well being is effectively promoted and given high priority by all
staff. Childrenshow a very good understanding of how to keep themselves healthy.
For example, they know the importance of hand washing and independently wash
their hands after messy activities and toileting. Older children spontaneously show
younger children the routine. Childrenenthusiastically respond to requests to prepare
for snack time by using the toilet and washing their hands. They learn from staffs
good role-modelling through routine procedures; such as, tables being cleaned with
anti-bacterial spray. Children develop good self care skills, such as wiping their
noses, as tissues are easily accessible and staff encourage children to take
responsibility for themselves.

Children's dietary requirements are met effectively through discussions with parents.
Snack menu's show a commitment to healthy and nutritious foods. These include hot
snacks on cold days to promote good health. Children know when they are thirsty
and independently access drinking water from a jug and use separate cups to drink
from. Childrenvisit a local cafe for their snack during 'healthy eating week' to learn
more about their topic tbrough meaningful activities.

Children benefit from the staffs commitment to improving the health records. For
example, between day one and day two of inspection, staff devise and send out to
parents, new, improved forms for recording of dietary requirements, accidents,
incidents and consent for emergency medical treatment. Medication records are clear
and correctly countersigned by parents which promotes childrens good health.

Children develop a positive attitude towards physical exercise and enjoy daily outside
play opportunities all year round. They benefit from a very well balanced programme
for their physical development. Childrenenthusiastically play on tricycles, tractors
and in cars to follow pathways around the outside area. They are confident at using
equipment to make their own challenges. For example, some children ride their
vehicleswithspeed downthe slightincline.Theyeagerlyengage in pallgames and



show skill on the climbing apparatus. Children learn about their bodies through
movement. They curl up like a Jack-in-the-box and jump up, they wriggle their
fingers to wake them up ready to be active. Children learn about appropriate clothes
for different weather through routine discussions.Children practise and master fine
andgrossmotor controlskillsby means of regular accessto a very good range of
resources. For example, children are encouraged to use scissorsfrom 2-years and
progress from training scissorsto normal ones appropriate to their stage of
development.

Protecting childrenfrom harm or neglect and helpingthem stay safe

The provision is good.

Children are safe within the setting as staff have identified and minimised risks. Staff
complete written risk assessmentsfor hazardssuch as use of scissors, hot drinks and
door security which ensures children's safety at specific times but there is no
ongoing, written risk assessment. However, staff are vigilant at monitoring the
environment and respond immediately to any new hazards. For example, at
Christmas a newly identified risk with trailing leads from the tree lights is pointed out
and staff instantly assessthe situation, ensure children are safely supervised at one
end of the room whilst staff move the tree and furniture to improve safety. They also
provide a screen for the planned role-play activity but after a few minutes of
observation they consider it to be dangerous and promptly pack it away.

Children learn about safety through regular discussions.They know why they should
walk not run inside and older children remind younger children of the rules. Children
learn about fire safety through visits by the fire brigade and regular fire drills.
Children are very well supervised due to good staff deployment which keeps children
safe inside and outside. For example, activities are well supported to ensure children
are safe whilst they explore through play and staff are positioned so they can also
monitor the bathroom area. Children understand they are not allowed into the
kitchen or store room and as they are so engrossed in their play they do not wander.
Children independently accessa wide range of toys and resourceswhich are safely
displayed around the room each morning. For example, craft materials are clearly
labelled in a mobile drawer unit which is positioned next to the creative area.

Children's welfare is safeguarded as staff are knowledgeable about child protection
issuesand know to seek advice if concerned. However, they are not sure of the
procedures to follow in line with the Area Child Protection Committee (ACPC)but
they are booked on a course in a few weeks time to develop their knowledge.

Helpingchildrenachievewell and enjoy what they do

The provision is outstanding.

Children thoroughly enjoy their time at the pre-school and show they are comfortable
and familiar with routines and all staff members. They achieve very well because
staff are skilled at understanding individual needs and meeting them'exceptionally




